
Monkton Nature Reserve 
Environmental Education Packages 

 

Alongside educational visits around the Reserve, Monkton Nature Reserve also offers a series 

of talks and workshops that can be held in the classroom, as well as free school 

assemblies that can be used to inspire children to get involved in nature.  

Classes and workshops last from 30 minutes up to an hour, see the table below to select your 

timings. We charge £50 for a 30 minute session per class, and £70 for an hour session per 

class, this also includes a free ‘taster’ assembly. Assemblies held independently generally last 

between 10 and 15 minutes and these are free of charge.  

Many of the subjects below can be mixed and matched accordingly to a school’s needs, we 

have listed approximate timings of sessions so you can plan out your own day’s programme. If 

you need a programme with topics not covered below, please get in touch with us to see what 

else we can offer and suggest.  

Below are a few examples of topics we can cover, these are related to the curriculum for each 

Key Stage from Primary to Further Education teaching and where possible we offer practical 

tasks, with specimens and objects from the Reserve. 

 

Primary Education 

Topics related to the National Curriculum to develop children’s learning through practical 

sessions and interesting talks.  

Topic Content 
Key 

stage 
Timing 

Waste Learn about the 3 R’s – reduce, reuse, recycle. 
Learn to re-use materials in a craft workshop. 

KS1 30min 

Your pet’s wild 
ancestors 

Learn about the wild counterparts to common pets, 
including dogs, cats, rabbits and fish, as well as their 
biology and ecology. 

KS1 30min 

Fossil and 
dinosaur talk 

Learn about British dinosaurs and fossils using 
specimens from our museum. 

KS1, 
KS2 

30min 

Aren’t plants 
boring? 

Learn about a typical plant, but then learn about 
plants that go against the trend with carnivores, 
parasitism and defence.  

KS1, 
KS2 

30min 

Birds of prey Learn about birds of prey and their adaptations, 
including different flight styles, hunting methods and 
nocturnal behaviour.  

KS1, 
KS2 

30min 

What’s in the 
pond? 

A look at the critters that live in a pond, using real life 
species. Alternatively, if you have access to a pond, 
we can have a practical pond dipping session, using 
the Reserve’s resources and equipment. 

KS1, 
KS2 

30min/1hr 

How does 
nature inspire 
us? 

Biomimicry and its uses in innovation, buildings and 
technology. An exercise to become an inventor and 
be inspired by nature.  

KS2 30min/1hr 



Eat or get 
eaten 

Create a food web with specimens from the 
Reserve’s museum. Describe the characteristics of 
living things to determine where they fit and what 
adaptations they have to help them survive.  

KS2 30min/1hr 

The bare 
bones of 
adaptations  

Using specimens from the Reserve’s museum to 
look at the differences between animals and 
discussing why they have these adaptations. A 
creative exercise to develop a creature with 
adaptations for its habitat. 

KS2 30min/1hr 

Owl pellet 
dissection 

Dissect owl pellets and reassemble the skeletons. 
Discuss food chains and adaptations of birds of 
prey.  

KS2 30min/1hr 

Habitats A walk around the school grounds to see which 
habitats can be found, and what sort of species 
could use them.   

KS2 30min/1hr 

 

 

Assemblies 

Monkton Nature Reserve offers free assemblies to schools with a time frame of around 10 to 

15 minutes.  

Topic Content 
Our spiny friends Learn about hedgehogs with Harold the Monkton Hedgehog. 

What can we learn from 
geese? 

A lesson about working together. 

How you can be a scientist Citizen science apps that can be used to help current science, 
turning children into biologists. 

Bird songs  Listen to a dawn chorus and how to identify some bird songs. 

Lessons from nature Heart-warming lessons that nature can teach us.  

Q&A session Children send in their weirdest and most curious nature-based 
questions the week in advance and they are answered in the 
talk – allowing children to get answers to questions they’ve 
always wondered.  

An introduction to ponds Why are ponds so special, and how can we make a pond? 

 

 

Secondary and Higher Education 

Stimulating topics to further pursue scientific knowledge and interests, including practical 

sessions and debates. 

Topic Content 
Key 

Stage 
Timing 

Owl pellet 
dissection 

Dissect owl pellets and reassemble the skeletons. 
Discuss food webs and adaptations of birds of prey. 

KS2, 
KS3 

30min/1hr 

Animal 
reproduction 

The strangest methods of reproduction in species and 
different social structures that relate to sexuality. 

KS2, 
KS3, 
KS4 

30min/1hr 



Conservation 
and 
environment 
debates 

Various topics to engage in debates that fully open the 
complexities surrounding certain conservation and 
environmental topics, such as the illegal species trade, 
culling, invasive species and iconic species 
conservation.  

KS3, 
KS4 
and 
further 

30min/1hr 

 

Other subjects can also be covered, please get in touch to find out more information and see 

what else we can offer. 

If you are interested in an educational visit to Monkton Nature Reserve, please contact us either 

on 01843 822666 or via email to monktonnaturereserve@hotmail.com.  

Alternatively, we offer teachers a free visit to the Reserve to talk to us directly about education 

options.  
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