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Monkton	Nature	Reserve	is	open	seven	days	a	week	from	10am	to	3pm	during	winter.		
Now	is	a	good	time	for	a	bracing	walk	around	the	nature	trails,	followed	by	a	browse	
around	our	museum	and	second-hand	bookshop.		If	the	flag	is	flying	we	are	open!		For	
more	information	contact	us	on	01843	822666,	email:	contact@monkton-reserve.org	or	
visit	our	website	www.monkton-reserve.org.	

	

News	from	the	reserve	

Autumn	seems	to	have	descended	on	us	rather	suddenly	this	year	and	in	
mid-October	the	trees	on	the	reserve	quickly	put	on	their	colourful	coats.		
Although	there	are	fewer	insects	to	be	seen	and	the	birdsong	has	become	
quieter,	it’s	now	time	to	take	advantage	of	how	pretty	the	reserve	looks	
before	the	onset	of	winter.		Don’t	forget	that,	with	nights	drawing	in	and	the	
clocks	going	back,	from	1st	November	we	close	earlier,	at	3pm,	over	the	
winter	months.	

Now	that	we’re	not	swamped	with	the	constant	mowing,	pruning	and	enjoying	the	wildlife	that	
summer	brings,	we	have	time	to	draw	breath	and	draw	up	our	plans	for	the	future.		We	need	to	
think	about	what	we	want	to	do	out	in	the	reserve,	how	we	can	improve	the	exhibits	in	the	study	
centre	and	the	bookshop,	and	what	we	can	do	to	increase	our	fundraising.	

To	help	us	in	this,	we	now	have	feedback	forms	at	reception,	among	the	exhibits	and	in	the	
bookshop.		We	also	have	a	separate	form	for	group	visits.		We	are	asking	visitors	to	tell	us	what	
would	have	improved	their	time	here	and	to	suggest	ways	that	we	could	do	things	better.		If	you	
come	in	over	the	winter	please	fill	in	one	of	these	forms	and	hand	it	in	to	reception.		In	the	
meantime,	if	it’s	likely	to	be	a	while	before	we	see	you	again,	we	would	welcome	any	feedback	from	
you.		We	are	interested	in	hearing	your	views	on:	

• What	would	improve	the	reserve/bookshop/museum?	
• What	do	you	like	best	about	the	reserve/bookshop/museum?	
• Any	ideas	on	how	can	we	increase	our	fundraising?	

Please	email	us	at	contact@monkton-reserve.org,	phone	01843	822666	or	post	your	suggestions	to	
Monkton	Nature	Reserve,	Canterbury	Road,	Monkton,	Kent	CT12	4LH.		All	comments	will	be	treated	
as	strictly	confidential.	 	
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Cuckoos	

Over	the	last	few	years	I	have	noticed	that	cuckoo	numbers	have	decreased	dramatically.		The	
question	is	why?	

I	used	to	observe	at	least	seven	a	year	which	included	an	occasional	brown	morph	male	bird.		On	
looking	at	my	logbooks	for	the	last	couple	of	years,	I	recorded	three	in	2010	with	two	calling,	and	in	
2011	two	with	two	calling,	of	which	one	may	have	been	a	bird	I	had	already	logged.		In	2012	I	had	
zero	sightings	and	heard	only	one.	

In	the	Daily	Mail	dated	15thAugust	2012	there	was	an	article	about	a	male	cuckoo	found	in	a	very	bad	
state	in	someone’s	garden.		The	bird	was	taken	to	a	rescue	centre	where,	on	being	weighed,	it	was	
only	three	ounces	instead	of	a	minimum	of	five	ounces.		The	rescue	centre	brought	the	bird	back	to	
good	health	and	when	it	was	ready,	they	got	in	touch	with	British	Airways	who	flew	the	bird	to	Italy	
so	it	could	carry	on	with	its	migration	to	the	Congo.	

So	is	it	a	problem	with	the	weather	here	and	the	birds	not	being	able	to	catch	enough	insects,	due	to	
the	rain?		Is	it	because	of	the	low	weather	fronts	covering	most	of	Europe	in	the	months	of	May	and	
June?		It	has	been	noticed	this	year	that	other	migrating	birds	such	as	sedge	and	reed	warblers	
arrived	late	and	their	numbers	are	thought	to	be	down	this	year,	although	they	only	migrate	from	
North	Africa.	

One	thing	we	do	now	know	is	that	the	cuckoos	do	not	
cross	the	Sahara	Desert	-	they	skirt	round	it.		This	was	
discovered	by	attaching	GPS	radio	receivers	on	cuckoos’	
backs	to	track	their	movements,	in	order	to	find	where	
they	actually	migrate	to	and	the	route	that	is	taken	by	the	
birds.		At	the	moment	more	is	being	learnt	which	will	
hopefully	lead	to	finding	out	what	the	problems	are	and	
help	stop	a	decline	in	numbers	that	is	becoming	
	more	serious	year	on	year.		

Paul	Letts	

	

Calling	new	volunteers!	

Are	you	interested	in	outdoor	conservation	work?		Good	at	practical	
work?		Do	you	love	books?		Or	are	you	good	with	computer	admin?		If	
this	sounds	like	you,	we	need	your	help.		Our	success	depends	heavily	
on	the	work	of	our	volunteers,	who	undertake	many	of	the	day-to-day	
tasks	needed	to	keep	us	going.		You	don’t	need	any	special	skills	or	
knowledge,	or	have	to	commit	to	regular	hours	or	days	to	help	us	out;	
you	can	be	invaluable	even	if	you	can	only	spare	an	hour	or	two	here	
and	there.		We	especially	need	help	this	winter	with	tree-planting.		To	
find	out	more	about	how	you	can	help	out	at	the	reserve,	please	
contact	Dave,	Sam	or	John.	 	
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Moth	night	at	the	reserve	

On	September	8th	we	organised	a	Moth	Night	for	the	Preston,	Elmstone	and	Stourmouth	Gardening	
Club.		Around	a	dozen	members	assembled	just	after	7pm.		Jim	Winter	and	myself	had	previously	set	
up	two	lights	to	attract	moths,	a	mercury	vapour	light	on	the	edge	of	the	picnic	area	and	a	LED	light	
near	to	the	Observatory.			

Conditions	were	not	ideal	for	night-flying	insects.		After	a	warm	day,	the	sky	remained	clear	and	the	
temperature	dropped	from	23°C	at	6.30pm	to	12°C	at	9pm.		Operations	ceased	at	9.30pm	because	
by	that	time	there	was	very	little	insect	movement	and	all	the	watchers	had	donned	sweaters	and	
coats.		Despite	these	adverse	conditions	it	was	a	pleasant	social	evening	and	fifteen	species	of	moth	
were	recorded.		None	of	these	were	new	to	the	reserve	but	Mullein	Wave	Scopula	marginepunctata	
and	Galium	Carpet	Epirrhoe	galiata	are	local	species	and	two	of	our	specialities.		The	highlight	was	
the	Old	Lady	Moth	Mormo	maura	to	the	base	of	the	sheet	just	before	we	were	going	to	pack	up.	

	

Centre-barred Sallow Moth Atethmia centrago Haw.   Light Emerald Campaea margaritata L. 

	

Photographic	records	were	provided	by	Mrs	Esther	George,	the	Club	Treasurer.		I	thank	her	for	
sending	the	attached	photographs	for	inclusion	in	our	newsletter.	

Tony	Harman	

	

Shopping	online	this	Christmas?			

Don’t	forget	that	you	can	raise	money	for	Monkton	Nature	Reserve	when	
shopping	online	this	Christmas,	by	registering	first	with	
easyfundraising.org.uk.		Participating	retailers	will	donate	a	percentage	of	
your	spend	to	us	and	it	won’t	cost	you	a	penny	extra!		You	can	even	save	
money	with	their	voucher	codes	and	discounts.		For	more	details	go	to:		

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/monktonreserve	 	
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Upgrade	to	power	system	

With	the	winter	nights	rapidly	drawing	in	we	are	very	grateful	that	the	upgraded	power	set-up	for	
the	reserve	now	has	generator	back-up.	

The	automatic	start-up	for	our	system	is	operated	by	a	battery	monitor,	which	monitors	the	charge	
of	the	batteries.		When	the	charge	falls	below	a	pre-set	level	the	generator	starts.		The	generator	
and	battery	charger	then	continue	to	operate	
until	a	pre-set	higher	level	of	charge	is	
reached,	at	which	point	the	battery	monitor	
stops	the	generator.		While	the	generator	is	
running	it	is	also	supplying	power	to	the	Field	
Study	Centre.	

The	PV	array	(the	solar	panels	behind	the	
study	centre)	has	now	been	tilted	to	a	higher	
angle,	which	is	better	for	winter	sun,	and	
turned	further	to	face	south	(better	all	year	
round).		The	array	panels	were	originally	
connected	to	one	charge	regulator.		As	part	of	
the	upgrade	the	eight	panels	were	rewired	
into	two	banks	of	four	and	an	additional	
regulator	was	installed,	making	the	charging	
much	more	efficient.	

The	next	step	will	be	to	replace	the	batteries	
as	one	of	the	original	four	failed	earlier	in	the	
year.		

Thanks	to	Chris	Laming	for	his	work	in		
upgrading	the	system	and	helping	us	to		
keep	the	lights	on!	

	

Window	film	improves	bird-watching	at	Monkton	Nature	Reserve	

Some	recently	installed	window-tinting	film	has	vastly	improved	the	views	of	birds	on	the	feeders	at	
Monkton	Nature	Reserve.		The	film	enables	one-way	viewing,	so	that	people	can	look	out	from	the	
building	to	our	bird	feeders	without	the	birds	being	aware	of	them.	

Conservation	manager	Dave	Edgar	said,	“Within	a	few	minutes	of	putting	the	new	film	on	the	back	
windows,	we	saw	two	kestrels	hunting	and	catching	bank	voles	and	a	woodpecker	on	the	peanut	
feeder.		We	don`t	often	see	these	so	close	to	the	building,	which	shows	it	has	had	an	immediate	
impact.		As	well	as	improving	the	views	of	wildlife,	the	window	film	would	also	enhance	our	security	
if	we	could	extend	it	around	the	building.		So,	if	any	members	feel	they	can	help	protect	the	reserve	
by	providing	some	more	of	this,	we	would	be	extremely	grateful.”	

Please	contact	us	at	the	reserve	if	you	are	able	to	help.	 	
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Monkton	Astronomy	Group	
	
In	October	the	Broadstairs	Cubs	came	to	us	for	help	with	their	astronomy	badge.		The	cubs	were	
keen	and	arrived	early,	and	as	the	sky	was	clear	we	began	at	the	Observatory	spotting	constellations.		
We	were	lucky	to	see	a	satellite	pass	overhead	and	an	iridium	flare.		The	cubs	asked	loads	of	good	
questions.			

At	the	Study	Centre	we	then	had	a	slide	show	covering	the	Solar	System,	the	moon,	and	Mars;	the	
differences	between	stars	and	planets;	and	how	to	identify	some	major	constellations	and	the	Pole	
Star.		Finally,	back	at	the	Observatory	the	cubs	used	the	telescope	to	look	at	a	dark	patch	of	sky	and	
discovered	how	more	and	more	stars	became	visible	as	their	eyes	adjusted	to	the	light.	

Also	in	October	a	group	of	young	children	from	a	Montessori	pre-school	came	to	learn	about	the	
planets	of	our	Solar	System.		We	had	big	pictures	of	the	eight	planets	and	the	children	were	invited	
to	pin	the	names	of	the	planets	to	the	pictures.		They	also	drew	and	coloured-in	the	planets	and	
other	space-related	pictures.		A	small	group	of	the	adults	had	a	quick	introduction	to	Stellarium,	a	
planetarium	program	for	use	with	a	computer	to	look	at	the	stars.		Lastly	the	group	were	taken	on	a	
special	guided	tour	of	the	reserve.		

Danny	Day	

Astronomy Presentation at  
Monkton Nature Reserve 

Sat 24th Nov 7pm to 9-30pm 

  
A technical presentation looking at Jupiter and her  

four Galilean Moons. 

Weather permitting, we also will look at these through  
the reserve’s large telescope. 

Book early (max 15). Call MNR on 01843 822666.   
£4 per person - pay on arrival. 

Please call MNR on the day of the event to confirm.	



6	

	

They	make	it	look	so	easy…	

We’ve	all	done	it.		We’ve	all	had	a	wonderful	view	of	a	butterfly	or	a	bird	and	reached	for	the	
camera	to	capture	that	moment	–	only	to	discover	that	you	can’t	actually	see	it	when	you	look	at	
your	pictures.		Those	professional	wildlife	cameramen	and	women	make	it	look	so	easy!		Can	you	
spot	the	birdies	shown	in	these	photos?		(Clues	are	given	on	page	8.)	

	

	

	

	

Thanks	to	Peter	Wigley	for	sharing	these	with	us.	
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Membership	for	2013	

Current	memberships	will	expire	on	31st	December	so	please	complete	and	return	the	renewal	form	
attached.		(If	you	have	already	paid	for	2013	membership	your	new	card(s)	will	be	despatched	in	
December).		Our	membership	rates	remain	the	same.	

Most	of	your	membership	fees	help	our	charity	to	continue	improving	both	the	reserve	and	the	Field	
Study	Centre.		Your	membership	entitles	you	to	free	admission	to	Monkton	Nature	Reserve;	the	use	
of	the	Reference	Library	and	other	facilities	in	the	Field	Study	Centre,	including	the	kitchen;	and	the	
use	of	the	newly	built	barbecue	in	the	picnic	area,	during	the	opening	hours	of	the	reserve.	

Members	are	also	entitled	to	a	10%	discount	on	purchases	at	Archers	Low	Nursery	and	Garden	
Centre,	Sandwich.		A	10%	discount	is	also	available	on	food	and	drink	purchased	and	consumed	in	
the	café	at	the	Little	Railway	Farm	Shop,	Wingham.		These	discounts	are	available	on	production	of	
your	membership	card.	

We	hope	to	be	holding	more	events	at	the	reserve	for	members	in	2013	including	at	least	one	
member’s	day.	

If	you	have	an	email	address	we	can	use	to	send	your	newsletter	and	other	information	please	make	
sure	you	fill	in	this	section	of	the	form.		This	is	important	with	the	recent	large	increase	in	postal	
charges.		Membership	fees	will	not	be	increasing,	but	if	anyone	would	like	to	supply	a	few	second	
class	stamps,	particularly	if	you	receive	your	newsletter	by	post,	we	will	be	very	grateful.	

Please	complete	the	section	for	volunteers	if	you	are	able	to	offer	your	help	in	any	of	the	areas	
mentioned.		We	always	need	more	volunteers	and	all	the	help	provided	is	invaluable	to	the	running	
of	the	reserve.		Our	grateful	thanks	go	to	all	our	current	volunteers.	

We	also	welcome	short	articles	and/or	photos	relevant	to	the	reserve	for	inclusion	in	the	newsletter.		
Please	contact	Dave,	Sam	or	John	or	email	contact@monkton-reserve.org.	

	

	

	
Starry	saturdays		

Danny	Day	will	be	in	the	museum	room	at	
the	reserve	each	Saturday	from	1pm	to	3pm,	
to	demonstrate	Stellarium,	a	computer-
based	planetarium	program	looking	at	
planets,	solar	systems	and	various	aspects	of	
astronomy.		No	need	to	book	–	just	drop	in	
to	find	out	more.	
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Is	Father	Christmas	updating	your	PC	this	year?	
We	are	currently	in	the	process	of	reviewing	our	reference	library,	which	we	hope	will	make	it	more	
accessible	to	our	members.		We	would	like	to	encourage	the	use	of	this	space	for	computers	and	
laptops,	and	to	this	end	we	would	be	grateful	if	any	members	have	a	desktop	computer	or	an	inkjet	
printer/scanner	they	would	be	willing	to	donate	to	us.		Perhaps	Father	Christmas	is	updating	your	IT	
equipment	this	christmas?		If	so,	please	bear	us	in	mind!	

	

Spot	the	birdies	from	page	6:	the	first	picture	is	a	marsh	harrier	in	flight,	behind	the	pylon.		The	
second	picture	shows	two	greenfinches,	well	camouflaged,		in	the	bottom	right-hand	corner.	

	

	

We	would	like	to	thank	all	of	our	members	for	your	support	
throughout	the	year	and	take	this	opportunity	to	wish	you	a	very	

merry	Christmas	and	our	best	wishes	for	2013.	

	

Items	wanted	
Thanks	again	to	those	of	you	that	have	
donated	items	recently.		We	are	now	
looking	for	the	following:		

• Wheelbarrows	(solid	wheels	if	
possible)	

• Paint	

• Rugs	or	carpet	runners	

• Garden	canes	(any	size)	

• B&Q	own	brand	green	or	brown	
fence	stain		

• Bird	seed/fatballs/nuts	

• Any	unwanted	plants	for	our	
plant	stall	

GARDEN 
SERVICES 

 
- Friendly and  
  reliable 
- Hedge trimming 
- Small tree felling 
- Firewood cutting 
- Mowing/Weeding 
- Planting/Pruning 
- General garden  
  maintenance & 
  clearance 
 
Call Sam Richardson  

on 07772811559	


