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Monkton Nature Reserve is open seven days a week from 10 am to 5 pm in 
summer.  However, from 1st November to 31st March we close at 3 pm.  So 
bring a picnic now and make it a day out for all the family: stroll around the 
nature trails, explore our new Fairy Trail, and have a browse around our 
museum and second-hand bookshop.  If the flag is flying we are open! 
 
 

News from the reserve 
 
The warm sunshine and little rain in early summer 
have helped to bring us more visitors.  During the 
summer holidays the pond-dipping has proved 
especially popular with families, and this year we have 
been able to provide some new pond-dipping nets that 
are smaller and lighter, making them ideal for younger 
children.  Good numbers of newtlets, pond snails and 
water boatmen have been caught whilst lots of 
dragonflies and damselflies have been flying around 
our heads!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On occasion Alex, one of our volunteers, has been 
kind enough to bring in some of his birds of prey for 
our visitors to see.  It’s been fascinating to see (and 
hear) some of our native birds close up, including a 
tawny owl (above), kestrel (opposite) and barn owl, as 
well as one or two of his non-native birds.  It could be 
the birds’ watchful eyes, curved beaks, vicious-
looking talons or just the awe of seeing them so near, 
but some children have been mesmerised into near-
silence! 

http://www.monkton-reserve.org/
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As well as welcoming the visitors and letting them know what to look out for on the 
reserve, we have been trying to keep on top of the usual ‘housekeeping’ jobs.  Cutting 
the grass in the picnic area, keeping the tables clean, maintaining the benches around 
the reserve, trimming hedges, cutting back nettles and brambles where they overhang 
the trails and pond-dipping area, removing weed from the ponds – it never stops!  
Some donations of hard core have helped in our aim to extend the disabled car 
parking area, and we’ve put some piping along the gully in the driveway that has been 
prone to some damaging flash flooding.  It’s a continual process of maintenance and 
(hopefully) improvements.  And at last, we’ve been able to get to our willow sculptures 
to give them a trim.  They were looking a bit ragged as they were still flooded until very 
recently, but thanks to our volunteers and a trusty hedge trimmer they’re now looking 
much tidier.  Do come and have a look – and if you’d like to give us a hand keeping 
the reserve looking good, just have a chat with one of our staff. 

It’s not every day that a snake gets a haircut... 

 
 

Acol Country Fair 
 
The Acol Country Fair and Dog Show in July was held in support of Monkton Nature 
Reserve.  While it wasn’t the success we had planned or hoped for, the major problem 
was beyond our control – namely the weather!  The Great British Summer brought 
heavy rain and persistent wind, and together with some high-profile televised sporting 
events that weekend it was no surprise that visitors decided not to venture out.   
 
While this was very disappointing, especially for those who gave up their time in the 
preparations and organisation, we are not totally dissuaded from doing something 
similar in future.  A one-day event, in June or September, is likely to have more 
success and staging a Dog Show with other attractions was a popular idea.  A different 
venue with on-site facilities, closer to a larger community, would reduce costs and offer 
more potential to attract visitors.  So watch this space!
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The birds and butterflies — a snapshot 
 
A member and regular visitor to the reserve is keen birdwatcher Dave Feast.  Dave 
completes a useful survey report of the wildlife he has seen and heard whilst walking 
around the trails and his notes often make interesting reading.  We keep his reports for 
our records, but I thought we should share his latest results, to give you a snapshot of 
the recent bird and butterfly activity. 
 
Dave went out on the reserve on Friday 1st August between 10.45 am and 12.30 pm. 
The weather was bright and sunny, becoming warm, with cloud increasing throughout 
the day.  He came across the following: 
 
Birds 

 Sparrowhawk - one adult chasing a green woodpecker and a juvenile 
sparrowhawk calling in the woodland. 

 Grey wagtail - one by the pond. 

 Dunnock, blue tit, woodpigeon, great tit and magpie. 
 

Butterflies 

 Red admiral (4) 

 Small tortoiseshell (15) 

 Gatekeeper (47) 

 Small white (9) 

 Speckled wood (opposite) (5) 

 Meadow brown (7) 

 Common blue (7) 

 Peacock (4) 

 Green-veined white (2) 

 Comma (3) 

 Clouded yellow (1) 
 
As you can see there is a lot to look for at the reserve, so why not come on down with 
friends and family and see what you can spot?  There is always something to look out 
for all year round. 

Dave Edgar 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Remember, you can find out what’s happening 
around the reserve on Facebook:  
 
Monkton Nature Reserve Official Site.  
 
You’ll find many more of our photos on there, too. 
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Come and see the changes… 
 
Monkton Nature Reserve was given a make-over at the end of July, courtesy of the 
staff from Cummins, the generator manufacturer based at Manston Business Park in 
Thanet.  As part of the company’s welcome ethos of local community involvement, 30 
members of staff descended on the reserve for half a day on Friday 25th July to carry 
out some pre-planned works.  This was the culmination of a series of meetings and 
conversations between Cummins’ staff and ours, at which they volunteered their help 
during their annual “Day Of Operations Community Involvement”. 

As a result, a number of features have been added to the reserve to enhance the 
visitor experience, and present a more organised and professional image to our 
guests.  Immediately noticeable are the two new white name signs at the entrance to 
the reserve.  These are recognisable and easily read when 
driving past, advertising the site quickly and simply to 
passing vehicles.  Hopefully, these new signs will 
encourage the many people who “have driven past but 
never come in” to actually visit the reserve and discover 
this little gem for themselves.  New signage has also been 
added around the site, providing visitors with improved 
information on the features within. 
 
The picnic area has been enhanced with new sets of 
garden furniture (tables with integral benches), providing 
seating for up to 50 people, or 12 families.  Additional sets 
and further seating have been installed in the Secret 
Garden, our external ‘classroom’ used by a number of 
schools and groups for educational visits. 
 



5 

Perhaps the most exciting new feature is the 
Enchanted Woodland Fairy Trail.  A network 
of twelve fairy houses have appeared at the 
reserve, hidden away in secret locations for 
youngsters (and the young at heart) to 
discover as they walk round this delightful 
environment.  The Trail is supplemented by a 
booklet offering a trail quest, providing an 
additional activity for children to follow while 
looking for the fairy houses.  This will 
enhance their observational skills, as well as 
simply being fun to do. 
 
We are obviously extremely grateful to the 
people from Cummins for what they have 
done for our reserve.  These new features 
will definitely please our visitors and add to 
their experience.  But Cummins’ involvement has not ceased there: they are 
continuing to follow-up on what they have completed already, with the provision of 
further materials for garden furniture and signs.  There is also a hint of further support 
next year. 
 
However, this is not the conclusion of the improvements that the trustees, staff and 
volunteers are pursuing at the reserve.  The Thanet Countryside Trust has received a 
substantial grant from the Veolia Environmental Trust towards the refurbishment of the 
Field Study Centre, the main building on the site.  The £20,000 award will go towards 
a completely new roof and external timber cladding to the walls, which will extend the 
serviceable life of the building for at least another 20 years.  The Trust is also hoping 
to attract a further £8,000 in grants and sponsorship to be able to replace the existing 
windows with new double-glazed sealed units in new timber frames.  This will 
complete the external improvements to the building, which should look like new when 
it is complete. 
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Finally, for the meanwhile at least, the Trust is striving to secure a mains electricity 
supply to the reserve and the Field Study Centre.  Currently, power for the building is 
obtained from a combination of solar panels and a standby generator, a system which 
is unreliable and expensive to run (the solar panels only work when the sun is 
shining!).  Again, funding is the main issue, although the Trust has received pledges to 
the value of £18,000 towards the budgeted cost of £24,000.  We would like to 
complete this project as soon as is reasonably possible, as it will open up 
opportunities for even further development of the amenities we can offer, such as a 
small café on site, and better educational facilities. 
 
Looking to the future, we are eager to pursue a path of continuous improvement at 
Monkton Nature Reserve, enhancing the experience for our visitors who are primarily 
our neighbours from Thanet.  At the moment, we are restricted to taking ‘little steps’ as 
finance and funding is (as ever) limited.  But we are confident that these will become 
‘big strides’ as, with supporters’ help, we build on what we have already achieved. 
 
Potential sponsors, donors and volunteers are always welcome to drop in for a chat 
over a cup of tea and find out more about who we are and what we do.  The reserve is 
open seven days a week, from 10 am to 5 pm in summer. 
 

Andrew Ogden 

Fundraising, Education & Marketing Officer 
 
 

A poem inspired by our  
new fairy trail 
 
Today we met a fairy 
And her name was Mary 
She looked after all the flowers 
Because they gave her magical 
powers 
She raced around the fairy ring 
While all the fairies clapped and sung 
Looking at the stars at night 
Was such a lovely twinkly pretty sight 
 

by Amy, aged 6 ½ 
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More than just a nature reserve? 
 
Most people with an interest in their local environment already know that nature 
reserves have become increasingly important to the future survival of our British flora 
and fauna.  But how many people realise they have increasingly become an important 
resource for the communities they reside in? 
 
There are now some good examples 
around the country, and indeed in Kent, of 
reserves providing increasing support to 
people in their local community.  This can 
be through education, work experience and 
volunteering opportunities, as well as 
providing access to nature, the health 
benefits that flow from this, and through 
being used as a place for study and 
research by academic institutions.  Here at 
Monkton we are pleased to be involved in 
all of these.  
 
We consider ourselves very lucky to have a 
dedicated regular group of volunteers, both 
young and mature, that are vital to keeping 
the reserve as a place for others to enjoy 
and learn about nature.  Some have been 
helping for years, but there are also those 
who come for shorter spells, on schemes 
such as The Duke of Edinburgh Awards and 
short-term work experience placements, 
which means we are always in need of 
people, as others inevitably move on.  
 
Our members, when they pay their annual subscription, are contributing to and 
supporting this work and are a very important part of the organisation, helping us 
provide a valuable resource for local communities.  Book and plant donations are very 
useful, but so are simple things like telling family and friends who may not have been 
here to come and have a look around.  All these help the reserve to survive and thrive 
and provide a resource that communities can benefit from in many ways. 
 

Dave Edgar 
 
 

 

 

 
Keep up-to-date with what’s happening at the reserve via Twitter!  
https://twitter.com/monktonreserve 

 

https://twitter.com/monktonreserve
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School visits 
 
July was a very busy month at the reserve for school visits as we welcomed Chislet 
Primary, Ramsgate Holy Trinity and St Joseph’s Primary, Broadstairs.  All school 
groups participated in a guided walk, learning about different animal and insect 
habitats around the site, ranging from log piles and compost heaps to birds boxes and 
rabbit warrens.  The children also took part in pond-dipping and pond surveys 
including water clarity testing, pH testing and pond life identification.  Some of the 
pond insects and amphibians they found included the smooth and palmate newts, 
great diving beetle, dragonfly larvae and damselfly larvae. 
 
Each school group worked thoroughly on each activity and had plenty of questions to 
ask throughout the day.  Thanks to our new set of picnic benches the children had 
plenty of space to sit outside and have their lunch in the sunshine too! 
 
Staying true to our motto of 'conservation and education' we will continue to welcome 
school groups of all ages to the reserve throughout the year.  With the landscape and 
wildlife of the reserve constantly changing with the seasons there is always something 
to learn about the natural world. 

Sam Richardson 
 

“Summertime, and the livin’ is easy …”  
 
Munching on freshly baked scones, with clotted cream and strawberry jam, golden sun 
blazing between clouds scudding along on a cooling breeze, welcome company 
sharing chat and gossip, all set within perfectly laid out lawns and beds.  What could 
be more symbolic of the typical British summertime than enjoying a sumptuous cream 
tea on a lazy Sunday afternoon, while relaxing in a beautifully cultured garden?   
 
This was how it was on the afternoon of Sunday 13th July, when 70 guests met at The 
Slate Barn, the fascinating rural home of the Rev Dr Hugh and Ann Bird, for the Trust’s 
annual Cream Tea event.  Despite heavy rain in the morning, the sun came out almost 
as if to order at 2 pm when our first visitors arrived.  Equally oddly the rain returned at 
5 pm, just as the event concluded.  
 
A frantic week of organising, shopping,  
setting-up, and of course baking, preceded the day, 
but all the effort was quite worthwhile.  Ticket sales 
for the event were supplemented by a well-stocked 
tombola held on the afternoon and plants sold by 
Ann donated from her own supplies.  In total the 
event raised over £400, a much-needed boost to 
funds for the continual maintenance and 
development of Monkton Nature Reserve.  
 
On behalf of the Trust thanks are extended to all 
those who supported this worthwhile event, whether 
volunteers helping out or guests who attended.  We 
do hope to be repeating this success next year.  

Andrew Ogden  
Fundraising, Education & Marketing Officer  
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The Monkton Stargazers 
 
Despite the light evenings, the summer has seen a flurry of activity at the Observatory.  
Tim Long has spent long nights, sometimes until 2 o’clock in the morning, getting the 
telescope superbly aligned and calibrated.  He took this amazing photo of the 
Dumbbell Nebula, a planetary nebula 1,360 light years away, with his CCD camera.   

The Monkton Stargazers are ready to embark on a research project for the University 
of Kent’s Centre for Astrophysics and Planetary Science.  We will measure the light 
from young star clusters to see if there is any variation in their brightness.  There is a 
chance we will discover a rare example of ‘eruptive variability’ when young stars 
brighten as much as ten to a hundred times within a few weeks.  All very exciting!   We 
will engage as many people as possible in the project but first we have to attend a 
workshop at the University in the autumn.  
 
We have also had to deal with power issues at the Observatory.  The small batteries 
have died so we have switched to the larger ones in the hut. 
 
We are looking forward to the clocks changing when we can view the night skies at 
more convenient times.  The Summer Triangle is clearly visible now, with the bright 
stars of Vega, Deneb and Altair.  On the weekend of 11th and 12th October we will 
be celebrating World Space Week.  On the Sunday f1telescopes will have some 
examples of the range of telescopes available on the market.  The theme of the week 
is satellites so we will be picking up signals with the help of the Hilderstone Radio 
Club, who will use the ionosphere to bounce radio messages to distant countries.  
One particular satellite is the FUNcube satellite which school children will be using to 
learn about Space.  We have been helping Pfizer Ltd to set up a ‘Space Lab in a Box’ - 
equipment which schools in Thanet can borrow to enhance their astronomy lessons. 
 
Dates for your diary: public viewing sessions are on Friday 26th Sept, 24th Oct and 
28th Nov from 7.30 pm.  As numbers are limited, please ring the reserve to book your 
place.  We also have open afternoons on the second Saturday in the month: 13th 
Sept, 11th Oct and 8th Nov.  If you would like to be kept up-to-date with our 
astronomy activities, please leave your email address with us at reception. 

 
John Hislop 
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“A picture is worth a thousand words”… and hopefully a lot more 
besides! 
 
How would you like to help us out just that little bit more, but without it costing you a 
penny?  Simply put, all we need are your photographs!  
 
In common with many other organisations, we are proposing to compile a calendar for 
Monkton Nature Reserve which we hope to sell to raise much needed funds.  It’s a 
similar scheme to the Countryfile Calendar, which raises funds for Children in Need.  
We are starting this off now, in preparation for a 2016 calendar: we are aiming to have 
it ready for sale in September 2015, prior to Christmas next year.  
 
Here’s what we are asking you to do… 
 
We need a stunning photograph for each month of the year.  So we are asking our 
members and readers to submit their very best photo at the end of each 
month/beginning of next.  Late entries will be considered, providing that the relevant 
month is indicated.  There are only a few conditions:  
 

 The photograph must have been taken at Monkton Nature Reserve, of something 
on the site.  This can be plant, animal, feature or scene.  

 The photograph must have been taken in the month for which it has been 
submitted.  (We can’t really use photos of snow scenes for July, or pictures of 
orchids for December.)  

 
Some additional important points:  
 

 Photographs should be submitted electronically to andrewogden@live.com  

 There are no prizes attached to this appeal (although, if this is successful, we may 
consider doing so for future years).  

 Photos for the calendar will be chosen by a judging panel (the members of which 
are still to be appointed).  

 Each photograph selected for the calendar will be credited with the owner’s name.  
 
And finally, providing this venture works 
well and we receive enough good 
pictures to produce a calendar, each 
person who submits a photo that is 
selected for inclusion will receive a free 
calendar in 2016.  
 
Further details will follow, as the 
calendar comes together.  In the 
meantime – get snapping!  
 

 
Andrew Ogden  

Fundraising, Education & Marketing Officer  
 

mailto:andrewogden@live.com
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Our new website is now live!  
 
After some deliberation, negotiation and hard 
work, we are very pleased to announce that our 
new website is up-and-running.  It is still 
available through the same link: www.monkton-
reserve.org; so if you have this set as a 
bookmark or favourite, it should still work to put 
you through to the new website.  
 
You will see that it is ‘shiny and new’, and 
produced in a modern style, looking quite similar 
to many other websites.  This is intentional, 
making it easier to navigate around and find 
what you’re looking for.  We hope it also looks 
more attractive than the old website, inviting 
viewers to explore and discover more about 
Monkton Nature Reserve and the Thanet 
Countryside Trust.  
 
Our further plans for the website, for the immediate future, are to allow it to run for a 
month or so and invite comments and criticisms from our members, supporters and 
visitors.  We will then take these on board as necessary, and make corrections and 
amendments to improve the site.  
 
Your views will be very welcome! 
 
Please send your comments in to contact@monkton-reserve.org at your convenience.  
Unfortunately, we will not be able to respond to them individually, but every comment 
will be read and considered.  Thank you.  
 

Andrew Ogden  

Fundraising, Education & Marketing Officer  

 
 
Can you spare an hour or two? 
 

We’re always on the look-out for some more help, both 
out around the reserve and within the Field Study 
Centre.  We’re currently in need of someone to help 
with our ebay sales; and in improving the reception 
area to improve our sales of books and other items.  If 
you can spare an hour or two to help us out, or if you 
would prefer to put your talents to use outdoors, just 
give us a call or drop in for a chat. 
 
 

 

http://www.monkton-reserve.org/
http://www.monkton-reserve.org/
mailto:contact@monkton-reserve.org
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Moth trapping evening 
 
Weather permitting, you are invited to join Tony Harman 
for an evening of moth-trapping on Saturday 20th 
September.  We will begin at 6.30 pm and Tony will give 
an introductory talk before leading us out to the moth trap.  
We hope to do some bat detecting too.  No need to book – 
just remember to wear warm clothing!   We will aim to 
finish by 10-10.30 pm.  This event is free to members; £3 
per person for non-members (adults and children). 
 
 

Sharing knowledge at Monkton 
 
Would you like to share your knowledge and experiences?  Then why not consider 
presenting a talk or slideshow for Monkton Nature Reserve.  It can be on any subject, 
but especially those related to natural history and the environment. 
 
To bolster activity, we are appealing to members to help us attract more visitors, 
particularly during autumn and winter, by sharing their knowledge and experience on a 
range of subjects. 
 
We have all the equipment needed for your presentation, including a projector, screen 
and laptop and will advertise the event to a wide audience, including our members.  
So if you feel you can help out in this way, please give us a call on 01843 822666 or 
email us at contact@monkton-reserve.org  to discuss it further.   
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Wanted! 
 

 Terracotta or clay garden pots for our plant stall 

 Ornaments for re-sale 

 A shed 

 Water hoses 

 Watering cans 

 Timber 

 Gazebos 

 Petrol garden shredder 

 

Please contact us at the reserve if you may be able to help. 

Interested in nature? 
 
I'm looking for a companion for outings looking at things of interest in the 
natural world.  Anything from birds to weather, insects to mammals, etc.  If 
you’re interested please contact Dave Coppen on 07415256123. 


