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Monkton Nature Reserve is open seven days a week from 10 am to 3 pm until 
the end of March, and from 10am to 5pm from 1st April.  So make the most of 
the longer days and the (hopefully) warmer weather - bring a picnic and have a 
full day out at the reserve, walk the nature trails, follow the Fairy Trail or the 
Dinosaur Hunt, and have a browse around our museum and second-hand 
bookshop.  If the flag is flying we are open! 
 
 

News from the reserve 
 
Compared to last year, the weather was kinder to us this winter.  In fact the weather 
men have been telling us it has been one of the sunniest winters for many years!  As 
usual the water level in the pond rose and flooded the path behind it, but it wasn’t as 
bad as last year and by mid-February the water levels were starting to recede again.   
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The wildlife has not been the only ones feeling the cold, for we’ve had our own 
problems.  The boiler, the heating system and the generator have thrown various trials 
and tribulations at us – we thought we’d fixed one thing, then something else went 
wrong!  But now it seems to be up and running again, fingers crossed, so apologies to 
anyone who endured a cold, dark visit to us over the winter, and we must thank the 
long-suffering volunteers and staff for their patience and fortitude! 
 
Happily, by late January the winter aconites 
were flowering, the snowdrops were 
blooming and you could just make out the 
bluebells forcing their green shoots into the 
sunshine. 
 
A spell of mild temperatures brought out our 
first butterfly and bees in early February 
and our weasel has been spotted several 
times, scampering across the paths close to 
the study centre.  An unusual visitor has 
been seen around the bird-feeding area - a 
moorhen!  It's been seen there many times, 
stalking out from the undergrowth to pick up 
seed and other birdfood from the ground, 
but the regular band of great tits, blue tits 
and chaffinches don't seem to mind.  We're 
also seeing sparrowhawks, peregrines and 
several buzzards flying overhead quite 
often.  Are we going to be lucky enough to 
have birds of prey breeding on the reserve 
again this year? 

 
 
Goodbye and good luck! 

 
If you’ve ever popped in to see us on a Wednesday or 
Thursday, you will have met Sam, our Assistant 
Conservation Manager.  He’s been with us for more than 
three years and has been a real asset, with his 
enthusiasm for the reserve.  Sadly for us he has now left 
us for bigger and better things, namely the dizzy heights 
of the RSPB.   
 
Sam has not only been welcoming and friendly with 
visitors, he also loved to get out doing practical work on 
the reserve.  He showed a particular talent for keeping 
our group of Thursday volunteers under control!  We’re 
all very sad to see him go but we wish him all the very 
best, and hope that he will keep his word and come in 
and see us again from time to time.   
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Update on the Field Study Centre refurbishment 
 
If you have been to Monkton Nature Reserve this year you will have noticed that our 
Field Study Centre is undergoing a make-over.  It has already been fitted with a new 
roof – guaranteed for 20 years – which has put an end to the damaging leaks suffered 
over the winter period.  The next stage – the fitting of the ‘log-lap’ cladding around the 
outside – is well underway, giving it the appearance of being a new building.  

 
We have benefited from considerable help in 
getting this far, mainly from the wonderful staff 
of Cummins (the generator manufacturers 
based at Manston), who gave their time in the 
autumn to do much of the cladding (opposite). 
 
At the time of writing, the staff and volunteers 
are in the process of fitting new double-
glazed uPVC windows, which should make a 
considerable difference to the indoor 
temperatures in winter and summer.  
 

However, there is still much more to be done before the project can be considered 
finished.  So we are asking for your help – please see below for details.  We are 
aiming for full completion in time for our Open Day on Sunday 24th May, when a 
formal ‘opening ceremony’ is anticipated.  
 
Watch this space!  In the meanwhile, please get in touch if you can help.  

 
Andrew Ogden 

 
 

Calling all professionals! 
 
We are ambitious to see even more improvements and 
projects completed in 2015, but this is only going to be 
possible with the assistance of volunteers.  
 
We especially need help from:  
 

 Qualified architects, solicitors, planners, project 
managers 

 Tradespeople: we are in desperate need of 
certificated electricians and plumbers  

 Craftsmen: carpenters, metal-workers, window-fitters 
and builders 

 
If you think you can help, or know of somebody who might, 
then do please get in touch: telephone 01843 822666;  
e-mail us at monktonnaturereserve@hotmail.com; or just pop in any time we are open.  
Even just a few hours of your time can make a difference. 

mailto:monktonnaturereserve@hotmail.com
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More trees for wildlife 
 
Once again this year we have lucky enough to receive another donation of trees from 
the Woodland Trust, as part of their project to give away 4,500 tree packs to school 
and community groups.  These packs were generously funded by lead partners 
Sainsbury’s, IKEA FAMILY, Yorkshire Tea, players of People’s Postcode Lottery and 
Biffa Award; also funded by WHSmith and Wilko. 
 
The Woodland Trust have supplied us with a special wildlife pack of 420 trees, 
including a mix of cherry, dog-rose, crab apple, hazel and elder.  These particular 
trees were chosen to feed, protect and shelter animals, birds and insects and we will 
use them for hedging and at various locations around the reserve.  Our volunteers and 
staff  will be kept busy planting them all by the end of March!  

Regular volunteers from the Walmer Group helping to plant some of our 420 trees! 

 
 
Bat & Moth evening  
 
Come and join us for an evening of moth identification and 
bat detection with our expert, Tony Harman.  Weather 
permitting, we will set up a trap ready to attract moths and 
have bat detectors available to identify any bats flying.  So 
join us on Saturday 25th April at 7.30pm.  Price £6 per 
person, £4 for members. 
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Inspired by bees? 
 
You may have read the article in the last newsletter by our beekeepers, Kathy and 
James Harris.  We are pleased to announce that they have agreed to make two 
personal appearances!  On Saturday 9th May from 2pm to 4pm they will be at the 
reserve to give a talk on bees, which will include the advantage of keeping bees, how 
bee-keeping works, and honey tasting.  There will be a charge of £10 per family (2 
adults, 2 children) or £5 per person.  This event will go ahead whatever the weather 
and spaces are limited so booking is essential. 

 
Also, on Saturday 15th August they will be 
giving an “Introduction to Beekeeping” from 
10am to 3pm (with an hour for lunch.)  This 
has a slightly more hand-on approach so 
you should bring a packed lunch, wellies 
and marigold gloves!  There is a charge of 
£15 per family (2 adults, 2 children) or £7.50 
per person.  Again, spaces are limited so 
booking is essential. 
 
If you are interested in either of these 
events, please contact the reserve soon to 
book your place. 
 

 

On the buses 
 
Did you know that you can travel to the Monkton Nature Reserve by bus, and get off 
and on at the entrance?  
 
Our local bus company Stagecoach have now included the reserve as a formal 
request stop on route 9 (Broadstairs to Canterbury via Ramsgate and Sturry) and 
route 11 (Westwood to Canterbury via Wingham).  This new stop hasn’t got as far as 
getting a pole, flag and lay-by just yet, but drivers 
have been instructed to stop if requested (the 
location is now included in their route schedule).  
We have some members who flag down the bus 
regularly so we know it works! 
 
So leave the car at home and have a day out “on 
the buses”.  We look forward to seeing you!  

 
 
 

 

Remember, you can find out what’s happening around 
the reserve on Facebook:  
 
Monkton Nature Reserve Official Site.  
 
You’ll find many more of our photos on there, too. 
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The Monkton Stargazers 

The first scheduled viewing session of 2015 was cancelled due to the clouds but John 
Hislop gave an informative presentation on the winter night sky.  There was a good 
attendance despite the cold and everyone was inspired to find the featured celestial 
objects.  The following evening had lovely clear skies so we held an impromptu 
viewing.  With Tim Long at the controls we observed the Pleiades, the M42 Orion 
Nebula and Jupiter, which got a “wow” as we could see 4 moons and dark bands on 
the planet.  The waxing crescent moon showed lots of contrast with spectacular 
mountains and craters.  We also saw the Andromeda galaxy, the Christmas tree 
cluster, the Beehive cluster and the M35 open cluster which was amazing.  Steve 
Capp brought his telescope, a 6-inch Schmidt Cassegrain, so we had two on the go.  

 
The year 2 pupils of Dame Janet Primary 
Academy listened intently to a talk on 
Space by John Hislop and Christopher 
Waldie.  They were interested to hear the 
research into asteroids and comets by 
Agata Makiela of the University of Kent.  
They were amazed to hear that Tim Peake, 
the first British astronaut, will be travelling 
around the Earth 16 times in one day.  
They are looking forward to seeing a partial 
solar eclipse on March 20th.  At the end of 
the talk, when asked who wanted to 
become an astronomer, astronaut or a 
planet hunter, all their hands shot up! 

 
The Monkton Stargazers were invited to 
Wellesley House School in Broadstairs to 
view samples of the Moon brought back 
by the Apollo astronauts.  Dr Kathryn 
McDermott, a researcher at the University 
of Kent, gave a fascinating explanation of 
the formation of the soil and rocks on the 
Moon.  We could see the difference in the 
darker rocks from the plains, and the light 
ones from the cratered highlands.  We 
held one of the oldest meteorite rocks in 
the solar system, 4.5 billion years old.  So many thanks go to Wellesley House School 
and the head of science!  Also the year 5 pupils visited the observatory and enjoyed 
looking safely at the sun (above right). 
 

John Hislop 
 
 

Please note: from 2015 members of the Monkton Stargazers must be members of the 
Thanet Countryside Trust.  While this may seem a little harsh, we will no longer 
charge for viewing evenings.  Stargazers will also enjoy free admission to the Nature 
Reserve during normal opening hours, and other benefits afforded Trust members.  
We will continue to charge £3 for members and £5 for guests for ‘special events’ 
(under 18s half price).  
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Earth Sciences Group 
 
For some while there has been informal discussion about the possible formation of an 
“Earth Sciences Group”, based at the reserve.  This would be organised and run along 
similar lines to the existing Monkton Stargazers, for the sharing of knowledge amongst 
our membership.  
 
We are now canvassing our current members for interest in such a body.    
 
The group will cover the following topics:  
 

 Geology  

 Archaeology  

 Palaeontology  

 Agriculture  

 Horticulture  

 The natural environment  

 … and anything else that loosely falls within the term 
“earth science”  

A shark tooth from one 
of our geology displays. 

 
We believe that such a group could enhance our overall knowledge and 
understanding in these topics, with particular reference to the reserve, to Thanet and 
to Kent as a whole, for the benefit of the reserve, the Trust, our membership and our 
visitors.  
 
There will be no additional charge for membership of this group, as it will be included 
within the normal annual charge for membership of the Trust.  Membership fees for 
2015 are £12.00 per year for an individual and £18.00 for a couple or family of four 
living at the same address.  We will make a charge for ‘special events’, such as talks 
and presentations, at the existing rate of £3 for members and £5 for guests (under 18s 
half price); voluntary donations at any of our events will always be welcome.  

 
If you are interested in joining this 
group, please register with us by 
telephone or e-mail us at 
monktonnaturereserve@hotmail.com 
as soon as convenient.  You are under 
no obligation with this registration.  
Further details of the formation and 
organisation of the group will follow 
soon.  
 
 
 

Above: The very wet winter of 2013/14 saw several chalk cliff-falls at Monkton Nature 
Reserve. 

mailto:monktonnaturereserve@hotmail.com
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The Monkton Calendar 
 
Calling all photographers!  Don't forget 
that we are still looking for photos for our 
2016 Monkton Calendar.  We've seen 
many of you wandering around the 
reserve with some very impressive 
cameras, so surely you must have taken 
some very impressive pictures... 
 
Please send in your pictures of plants, 
animals, features or scenes, with a note 
of the month in which it was taken (we can't really use a snow scene for July, for 
example).  Sadly, there are no prizes, except the fame and glory of being a 
photographer in the inaugural Monkton Nature Reserve calendar!  We will of course 
credit your picture with your name. 
 
Please submit your photographs electronically to andrewogden@live.com. 

 
 
Wanted!  
 

 Spare plants for sale on our plant stall  

 Compost for potting-on our plants  

 Sand and gravel 

 LED bayonet fitting light bulbs 

 A4 copy paper 
 

Please contact us at the reserve if you can help. 
 
 
 

 

If you haven't already renewed your membership for 2015, please do 

so now to keep receiving our newsletters.  If you're not sure if you 

have, just drop us an email at monktonnaturereserve@hotmail.com 

or give us a call and we'll get back to you. 

mailto:andrewogden@live.com

